North Dakota Health Information Management Association
Spring Membership Meeting

April 27, 2006
12:30 pm

Doublewood Inn

Fargo, North Dakota

Sue Roehl, President called the meeting to order.

The minutes of the general meeting of October 6, 2005 were highlighted by Sue Roehl for Eileen Ereth, Secretary.  Minutes were approved by the membership.  

Treasurer’s Report:

Geralyn Matejeck presented the Treasurer’s report.  Following is an excerpt of that report.

Net Worth – As of 3/31/06
Account





Balance

Assets
Cash and Bank Account





NDHIMA Checking




27,972.06

NDHIMA Savings




     925.25

Total Cash and Bank Accounts


28,897.31

Other Assets

NDHIMA CD





  5,890.48

Total Other Assets




  5,890.48

Liabilities





         0.00

Overall Total





34,787.79

Collaborative Project Status

2004 Donation





15,000.00 (received 12/03)

Spring Workshop




 (3,806.81)

Scholarship(s) April 2004



    (500.00)

Scholarship(s) – Coding  Fall of 2004

    (665.00)

Balance





10,028.19

The fall workshop profit was recorded at $651.11.  This profit was despite the weather challenges.  

Director’s Reports:

Membership – Michelle Gehring: 

Membership Numbers:
165 Active





18 Associate




111 Credentialed




2  Senior




43 Student

Web news:  The geographic COP for North Dakota is now up and running.   The geographic site became public last week.  Users can join any state COP, including now  North Dakota.  Select G for geographic.  Every section has a submit button which goes to a facilitator and from there is posted.  
Michelle is also working on a web page outside of the COP.  Michelle has done the preliminary work on determine how to set this up and hopes to have completed in the next couple of months.  Address will be NDHIMA.org.  Sue Roehl, President, highlighted the new communication abilities the web pages provide us.  Agendas, newsletters, coding roundtable discussions, are some examples of communication that can be done via the COP.  The public web page will be a good avenue for agendas so NDHIMA will have the ability to reach non members regarding upcoming workshops.  

Education – Deb Selland:

For this workshop, 89 are registered on Thursday along with six vendors; 80 are registered on Friday.  Deb encouraged attendees to complete the evaluations and to list topics and speakers members think would be beneficial to the organization.  

Legislative – Carrie Heinz:

Legislative activities are starting to pick up with EHM.  Carrie will begin to communicate with members on where facilities are at with the electronic record.  Carrie’s name will be on the state COP.  
Collaborative Fund Project – Joy Krush:

At the board meeting last evening, the board discussed the collaborative money remaining for use in assisting with examination fees for the CCA, CCS, and CCS-P.  There was discussion of potential HIM students who are in the state and who will be sitting for the RHIT examination.  It was decided that the collaborative money would be opened up for North Dakota residents who are going to sit for the RHIT exam as they  possess the technical skills needed for coding.  
AHIMA Bylaw Changes – presented by Sue Roehl:

Sue described the changes and the rationale.   The change in membership would be active members would no longer require an AHIMA certification, the requirement for active membership would be individuals interested in the AHIMA purpose and willing to abide by the Code of Ethics.   Membership would be divided into three classes (prior it was five classes) which would include:  Active, Student and Honorary.  Membership classes which would be discontinued are Associate and Corporate.  With this bylaw change, there would be an adjustment in dues, all members, credentialed and non credentialed would pay the same dues.  One concern that had been raised was composition of the board of directors and what impact to the association if the board primarily consisted of noncredentialed  members.  An addition to the bylaw change under Board of Directors would be the following: A majority of members of the Board of Directors will be AHIMA approved credential holders. 

AHIMA Rationale for the bylaw change – Workforce study completed by AHIMA recently is the driving force behind this proposed change.  The future prediction of graduates from HIM programs vs. retirements show that there is not enough credentialed employees to meet workforce demands and noncredentialed employees will be required to fill many of the positions.  AHIMA is concerned that this group of noncredentialed employees will not be members of AHIMA.  
Discussion points for the bylaw changes:  In North Dakota we have 18 associate members this would impact.  Vote may be in June.  Argument for vote in June would be that the vote would be completed prior to changeover.  Argument for vote in October would be that the vote would be at the House of Delegates and that discussion could occur.    The major impact of this change would be more members in AHIMA.  Voting rights would no longer only be held by credentialed members.  Educators have raised the concern of the impact on RHIT and RHIA programs.  
At this general membership meeting for North Dakota, a show of hands reflected opposition to the bylaw amendment.  

Election Results and 2006-2007 Board Members – Laurie Peters

Past President and Nominating Committee Chair
-
Sue Roehl

President





-
Laurie Peters

President Elect




-
Joy Krush

Secretary





-
Mardi Schock

Treasurer





-
Geralyn Matejeck
Membership





-
Michelle Gehring

Legislative





-
Carrie Heinz

Education





-
Deb Selland

North Dakota Health Information Technology Summit – This was sponsored by Senator Conrad and co-sponsored by multiple organizations in the state.  Sue gave a synopsis of the summit.  A HIT group will be formed as a result of this.   The NDHIMA board will be making contact with this group to assure our presence at the table.  

Scholarship Winner - Michelle Gehring announced the recipient of the 2006 NDHIMA scholarship - Jennifer Purdue, a student at MN State Community Technical College.  
FORE - Sue Roehl read a thank you letter for the donation to FORE in memory of Virginia Blowers, past member and board member of NDHIMA.  

Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 1:30 pm.  

Respectively submitted by:

Joy Krush, Board Member
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