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President ’s M essage
Hello NDHIMA Members!
Time is flying by so quickly – seems like only a month ago I saw many of you in Bismarck at
the NDHIMA Annual Meeting and yesterday we were all celebrating Christmas and New
Years! Alas…it is March 1 as I am writing this…
Your Board has been working very hard on your behalf in keeping up to date on AHIMA
strategy status, taking care of some ongoing business for the association, preparing for the
2019 Annual Meeting, and in general assuring that all NDHIMA operations are in order in
preparation for change over to a new Board membership in FOUR months!!

Laurie Peters RHIA,
CCS
NDHIMA President

Updates you may be interested in:









AHIMA strategy reset – The updated Vision is to be presented to the AHIMA Board in
March for their review and approval. This will then be shared with the House of Delegates (HoD) for their review and approval in April.
AHIMA Code of Ethics – A HoD vote was held in January regarding updates to the
AHIMA Code of Ethics and the Code of Ethics suggested changes were passed by majority vote. HoD suggested a couple of changes that were referred on to the Professional
Ethics Committee for review and comment – these suggestions referred to a list of examples under “Participate in, condone, or be associated with dishonesty, fraud and abuse or
deception.” Anticipate PEC comments back to HoD in April.
AHIMA Annual Convention name has been changed to AHIMA Health Data and Information Conference. The Conference will be held September 14 – 18, 2019 in Chicago, Ill.
AHIMA Foundation/DoL Apprenticeship – Just a reminder that time is running out on this
opportunity. I personally am participating in the Privacy and Security Officer Apprenticeship and it is proving to be a great experience!
NDHIMA Board has been meeting on a monthly basis (except for December � )
 The 2019 Annual Meeting is scheduled for September 26-27 at the Hilton Garden
Inn in Fargo, ND. Education Chairs have been working on securing speakers and
it looks to be another great conference. More to come on this mid-summer.
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The NDHIMA Legal Manual is in its final stages of completion – this is quite a
huge undertaking and has taken a bit longer than we previously anticipated. Thank
you for your patience – this will be a great resource of our members into the future.
Board members have spent some time understanding the various social media where
NDHIMA has a presence to ensure adequate communication is occurring.
Financial reports are reviewed by the Board on a periodic basis. Appropriate tax filings
for 501(c)(3) status are completed. Treasurer is in process of securing an Audit of the
financial statements as required.
We have started sending Congratulation letters to newly credentialed NDHIMA members.
The NDHIMA membership is remaining steady, which is allowing for 3 Delegate votes
at the national level.
Environmental Scanning by NDHIMA will be something you will be hearing more about
in the upcoming year.
Two Board members will be attending the AHIMA Advocacy Summit (Formerly Hill
Day) in Washington, D.C. in March. This provides an opportunity for the congressional
delegation to hear about key issues affecting our profession from us.
The Board has been researching various cloud-based storage options for the NDHIMA
Board documents. A decision was made to move forward with MS Office 365 as this
will provide a number of benefits that the Board can utilize into the future.
It was brought to our attention that we did not have a Privacy Statement on the NDHIMA website – this has been completed.

You may have noticed that the Board members’ cell phone numbers have been removed from the
Board Member Listing under “About Us – Board of Directors” on the NDHIMA website. This change
is due to some attempted scamming texts that appeared to be coming from the Board Officers to
other Board members. Feel free to contact any of us using the email address listed.
Stay warm and Happy Spring�
Thank you!
Laurie Peters, RHIA, CCS

Laurie Peters
RHIA, CCS
NDHIMA President
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Past President’s Report
One of the main responsibilities of the Past President is to chair the Nominating Committee. This committee is responsible for identifying and recruiting qualified individuals to serve on the NDHIMA Board of Directors.

Past President
Larissa Stein,
RHIT, CCS, CCDS

In 2019, we will have the following positions open:
President Elect
Treasurer
Membership Director
Education Director – 1 year term
Education Director – 2 year term

If you are interested, please contact me at: Larissa.Stein@hsc.utah.edu

The NDHIMA Newsletters are imbedded with hyperlinks. Please click on these links for more information.

Page 4

NDHIMA

Member Spot Light
Coming Soon!
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Please watch for an email from the Membership Director requesting you to potentially be the Member Spot Lighted in the
NDHIMA Newsletter in June!
To keep in touch with all our members and share a bit about our
membership, the NDHIMA Board wanted to trial a Member Spot
Light. The member chosen will be from a random drawing.
Some of the questions we will be asking are:


Tell us about yourself both professionally and personally

(optional)


Who have you met at NDHIMA and how have they helped you?



Three words that describe what NDHIMA means to you.

An optional picture would also be requested.
The Board is excited to spread the word about our members.

NDHIMA Education Directors
Notes
Reanna Leier,
RHIT
Education CoDirector

Kari Buchholz
RHIT
Education CoDirector
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AHIMA Board Liaison

Please welcome our AHIMA Board Liaison Jennifer Mueller.
Jennifer Mueller, MBA, RHIA, FACHE, FAHIMA is the vice president and privacy officer at the
Wisconsin Hospital Association Information Center, located in Madison Wisconsin. Prior to
starting in this role just over one year ago, Ms. Mueller was the vice president and chief
information officer at Watertown Regional Medical Center in Watertown Wisconsin.

She is an active participant in a number of professional organizations on both the national
and Wisconsin levels. Nationally, she is a member of, and holds Fellow certifications from
both the American Health Information Management Association (AHIMA) and the American
College of Healthcare Executives (ACHE). In Wisconsin, she is the Past-President (twice) of
the Wisconsin Health Information Management Association (WHIMA), is active in the Wisconsin Chapter of the Health Information and Management Systems Society (HIMSS) and
the HIPAA Collaborative of WI (HIPAACOW). She was most recently appointed to the
AHIMA board of directors where she will serve a three-year term. She has also received
numerous awards during her career including WHIMA’s Rising Star Award, Motivator Award
and the Distinguished member award.

Ms. Mueller is a registered health information administrator and earned both her BS in
Health Information Management and her MBA from the University of WisconsinMilwaukee.
On a personal note she states “I have a 23 year old daughter who is graduating from the
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee in May with a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology and was
recently accepted to the UW-Milwaukee Master of Social Work program, which she will
start in the fall
I met my husband on match.com (but we actually went to high school
together) in 2010 and were married in 2015. Other than that, I am a competitive runner
mostly because I love to eat!! See you all real soon!”

Jennifer Mueller, MBA,
RHIA, FACHE, FAHIMA
AHIMA Board Liaison
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As of January 2019 the membership numbers for NDHIMA are:

Primary Business Address
Address Line 2
Publication by: Shawna
Address LineRHIT
3
Zastoupil,
Publication by: Shawna
Membership
Address
Line
4Director
Zastoupil, RHIT
Membership Director

Active Members 208
Certified Members 262
Emeritus Members 1
New Graduate Members 15
New to AHIMA Members 53

Check out NDHIMA home page for latest information such as webinars offered by

March 2019

